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The Internet enables us to choose our own truth and 
avoid a shared reality. Paradoxically, the COVID-19 
pandemic has forced educators to employ the Internet 
as a democratizing tool that brings people together. 
The digital classroom has supplanted physical sites 
of learning, yet it has opened new pathways for 
mutual understanding.

The blue fabric alludes to the universality of the 
sky and the contemporary omnipresence of the online 
world, while the snakes refer to ancient symbols of 
wisdom and healing. Can we work together to imagine 
a new reality, one in which the Internet acts as a 
regenerative force instead of a destructive tool?
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Tiffany Lin is a visual artist whose work 
examines how power is expressed in the 
subtext of American vernacular. Through 
a multidisciplinary practice that spans 
drawing, writing, and performance, she 
demonstrates how language and data are 
deployed tactically to reify colonial 
legacies and state power. Utilizing both 
creative and sociological methods, she 
combines participatory action, interviews, 
and social theory to support her claim that 
desire and belonging in the United States 
are mediated by external politics.

Lin holds a MFA from the Maryland Institute 
College of Art in Illustration Practice 
and a BA in Gender & Women’s Studies 
and Psychology from the University of 
California, Berkeley.

She currently lives and works in Las Vegas 
where she joins the Department of Art at 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas as a 
Visiting Assistant Professor.
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Tiffany Lin wants you to see a blueprint. In 
her first exhibition at the Marjorie Barrick 
Museum, entitled PROOF, the artist presents 
a multimedia installation reminiscent 
of a classroom with references to both 
virtual and real life academic settings. 
Five blue flags hang in a staggered line 
above a chalkboard, facing a small audience 
of ceramic snakes who are tuning into a 
recording of a Zoom class playing on a 
CRT monitor at low volume. Originally from 
the Bay Area, Lin recently relocated to 
Southern Nevada to teach courses in graphic 
design, illustration, and printmaking at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and quickly 
moved her teaching practice online during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. PROOF is a direct 
expression of an educator under duress, 
working amid chaos, resolve, and relentless 
questioning of educational settings. As the 
interactive and the immersive are key to 
the installation, PROOF offers a blueprint 
of exploratory components for online 
interventions that divest from corruptive 
virtual forces such as online harassment, 
echo chambers, and manipulative data 
tracking. These conditions of the artwork TA
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and belief in conspiracy theories. The prevalence of 
the snakes, and thus their symbolic implications, 
reinforces Lin’s interest in focusing conversations 
within the online classroom amongst the abundance 
of information and opinions also circulating online 
throughout Twitter, Reddit forums, or news sites. 
Although remote classrooms exist on a separate 
platform from social media and news outlets, the ads 
and algorithms generated from these platforms often 
construct information and beliefs that the user 
holds as true in spaces such as the classroom. This 
dynamic establishes an echo chamber with factions 
of people who reify and repeat one side of a social 
or political matter due to their limited diverse 
exposure to digital information. To illustrate a 
rupture of this informational cycle in PROOF, Lin 
invites museum visitors to respond to various prompts 
on the chalkboard using chalk cast in serpentine 
forms. Virtual visitors participate as well by 
sending in responses via social media, whereby museum 
staff subsequently write their answers on the board. 
The prompts exist somewhere between mathematical 
equations and poetic inquiry.
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The title of the installation, PROOF, references a 
term in mathematics where a proof is created to argue 
for a line of reasoning based on a set of assumptions. 
Lin’s experience of online teaching acts as this 
principle—as an argument that if we protest the 
current trajectory of forming information and identity 
online, there is a mode of the internet in which we 
can genuinely speak, learn, and support each other. 
Importantly, the artist’s resolution for a productive 
relationship to virtual spaces is not to entirely 
start over. New norms and ideals would be required 
for this type of approach, as well as regulating and 
policing to build “it” back up. Starting from scratch 
additionally suggests a desire for a pure form, 
and maintaining or defining purity is a dangerous 
precedent to uphold. The remote classroom in PROOF is 
not to suggest that her class structure should eclipse 
what in-person learning can accomplish, but offers 
alternatives to current limitations set by social 
media or virtual informational sources in terms of 
gaining and evaluating knowledge. As Lin turned towards 
the desert for inspiration to alter the dynamics of 
remote education, her methods were generated out of 
how far she could perceive and the vastness of her 
surroundings. The next stage of virtual life comes 
out of a moment where online interactions are at their 
peak, and PROOF illustrates the potential of such 
synergy by broadening the virtual dynamics of dialog 
and identity within the remote classroom to see and 
become something more than what is immediately offered.
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The good desert

No foot disturbs it,

Created being

Never enters there:

It is, and no one knows why.

It is here, it is there,

It is far, it is near,

It is deep, it is high,

It is in such a way

That it is neither this nor that.

It is light, it is clear,

It is totally dark,

It is unnamed,

It is unknown,

Free of beginning or end.

It stands still,

Pure, unclothed.

Who knows its dwelling?

Mustard Seed by Meister Eckhart
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The Marjorie Barrick Museum of Art believes 
everyone deserves access to art that 
challenges our understanding of the present 
and inspires us to create a future that 
holds space for us all.

Located on the campus of one of the most 
racially diverse universities in the United 
States, we strive to create a nourishing 
environment for those who continue to be 
neglected by contemporary art museums, 
including BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ groups. As the 
only art museum in the city of Las Vegas, 
we commit ourselves to leveling barriers 
that limit access to the arts, especially 
for first-time visitors. To facilitate 
access for low-income guests we provide free 
entry to all our exhibitions, workshops, 
lectures, and community activities. Our 
collection of artworks offers an opportunity 
for researchers and scholars to develop a 
more extensive knowledge of contemporary 
art in Southern Nevada. The Barrick Museum 
is part of the College of Fine Arts at the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV).AB
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